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Family nights
And, lots more!
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Thank you for joining us on our Christmas Tour of Renaissance

Italy! We will experience early Italian Christmas musical traditions
as we travel from the lively Christmas Carnival of Venice to the
beautiful sacred art and music of Florence, then experience
Naples’ presepi (crèches) with a beautiful lullaby to Jesus, and
conclude our tour in Rome with a visit from the Good Witch Befana.

Montclair Early Music’s mission is to enrich our community’s

culture by providing opportunities for people to play the recorder
and experience early music. We perform two major early music
concerts each year. In addition, our community outreach eﬀorts
include playing for Alzheimer’s groups, senior facilities and
churches, and working with schools to enhance their music
programs by sponsoring recorder contests and resources for
recorder playing.

We are all volunteers and perform for the love of early music and
the recorder ensemble experience. Your donations make it
possible to further our mission of bringing Medieval, Renaissance
and Baroque music, and the joy of recorder playing, to the greater
North Jersey community.
We hope you enjoy the tour of Renaissance Italy this evening and
please join us next spring for “Goddess of Concord”: Consort and
Choral Music from the Early Americas, our survey of Early
American Music, on Sunday, March 22, 2020 at 5pm, at St Luke’s
Episcopal Church in Montclair.

Julienne Pape, President and Founder

Montclair Early Music, Inc., is a 501(c)3 nonproﬁt organization
www.montclairearlymusic.org • info@montclairearlymusic.org
www.facebook.com/MEMEarlyMusic • twitter.com/EarlyMontclair
9 Hudson Place, Bloomﬁeld, NJ 07003



FLORENCE

Christmas

Puer natus est nobis

in Renaissance Italy

Timothy Boreale, baritone

Ave Maria

PROCESSIONAL
Salterello 2

Anonymous, Medieval Tuscan Manuscript

Brian McGowan, Zampognaro (bagpipes)
Denise Le Duc, recorder

VENICE
Three Saltarellos

Josquin des Prez (c 1450 – 1521)

Hodie Christus natus est

Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina
(c. 1525 – 1594)

Hodie Christus natus est

Giovanni Bassano (c. 1561 – 1617)

Y Intermission Z

Anonymous

Torza
Baxella un trato
Zorzi

NAPLES
Canzonetta Spirituale sopra alla nanna

Canone a due ﬂauti contralti

Joanne Dadd, soprano
Enrico Granafei, guitar

Domenico Gabrielli (c.1659 -1690)

Denise Le Duc and Kathleen Caccavale, recorders

Tu scendi dalle stelle

Alfonso Maria de’Ligouri (1696 – 1787)

Bambinello bello bello

Traditional, arr. by Francesco Spiga, 2015

Santa Lucia

Traditional, arr. by Teodoro Cottrau, 1850

Saltarello

from Liber Usualis 408

Denise Le Duc, hurdy gurdy
Kathleen Caccavale, recorder

Tarquinio Merula
(c.1594/95– 1665)

ROME
Gagliarda del Principe di Venosa
The Good Witch Befana and Her Story

Carlo Gesualdo da Venosa
(1566 – 1613)

Barbara Stefanacci, witch

Carnival Songs

Bartolomeo Tromboncino (c. 1470 – 1535)

II. Cingari simo
IV. Noi tre, Madonna, stamo al pendino
V. Madonna, noi sapimo ben giocare

Tarantella dell ‘600

Anonymous,
from MS.M 1250 Fondo Barbieri

Lyrics

Tu scendi dalle stelle by Alfonso Maria de’Ligouri
Tu scendi dalle stelle,
o Re del Cielo,
e vieni in una grotta al freddo, al gelo.
e vieni in una grotta al freddo, al gelo.
O Bambino mio Divino,
io ti vedo qui a tremar,
o Dio beato!
E, quanto ti costò l'avermi amato!

A Te, che sei del mondo il Creatore,
Mancano panni e fuoco, o mio Signore.
Mancano panni e fuoco, o mio Signore.
Caro eletto Pargoletto,
Quanto questa povertà
Più m'innamora,
Giacché ti fece Amor povero ancora.
Giacché ti fece Amor povero ancora.

Bambinello bello bello, Traditional

Dolce ﬁamma, fuoco ardente,
tu mi struggi lentamente.
Ma fa' presto, vieni, o Dio:
d'abbracciarti ho un gran disio.
Gesù mio, Gesù mio,
io con voce sospirosa,
ma soave, amorosa,
io sospiro il tuo Natal.
Bambinello bello bello,
vieni, vieni e non tardare.
Bambinello bello bello,
io sospiro il tuo Natale.
Io sospiro vagheggiarti
e tenerti stretto stretto
sovra il cuore, sovra il petto,
e baciare il tuo visin.

You come down from the stars,
Oh King of Heavens,
And you come in a cave.
And you come in a cave.
Oh my Divine Baby,
I see you trembling here,
Oh Blessed God,
Ah, how much it cost you!

For you, who are of all the world
The creator,
No robes and ﬁre, Oh my Lord.
No robes and ﬁre, Oh my Lord.
Dear chosen one, little infant,
This dire poverty
Makes me love you more,
Since Love made you Poor now.
Since Love made you Poor now.
Sweet ﬂame, ardent ﬁre,
slowly thou consume me.
But come early, come, o God:
I long for hugging thee.
My Jesus, my Jesus,
with plaintive,
but pleasing, amorous voice,
I yearn for thy Christmas.
Beautiful infant Jesus,
come, come, do not delay.
Beautiful infant Jesus,
I yearn for thy Christmas.
I yearn for admiring thee
and holding thee tight
on my heart, on my chest,
and kissing thy pretty face.

Santa Lucia

Lyrics continued

Sul mare luccica, l'astro d'argento,
Placida è l'onda, prospero il vento.
Sul mare luccica l'astro d'argento,
Placida è l'onda, prospero il vento.
Venite all'agile barchetta mia,
Santa Lucia! Santa Lucia!
Venite all'agile barchetta mia,
Santa Lucia! Santa Lucia!
Con questo zeﬃro così soave,
O, come è bello star sulla nave.
Con questo zeﬃro così soave,
O, come è bello star sulla nave.
Su passeggeri, venite via,
Santa Lucia! Santa Lucia!
Su passeggeri, venite via,
Santa Lucia! Santa Lucia!

Hodie Christus natus est

Upon this glittering sea, a star of silver,
Calm is the wave, prosperous the wind.
Upon this glittering sea, a star of silver,
Calm is the wave, prosperous the wind.
Come with agility, my small boat,
Saint Lucy! Saint Lucy!
Come with agility, my small boat,
Saint Lucy, Saint Lucy!
With this zephyr so sweet,
Oh, how beautiful it is staying on the
boat.
With this zephyr so sweet,
Oh, how beautiful it is staying on the
boat.
On, passengers, come away,
Saint Lucy! Saint Lucy!
On, passengers, come away,
Saint Lucy! Saint Lucy!

two settings: by Palestrina and Bassano

Today Christ is born, Noel!
Today the Savior appears, Noel!
Today the angels sing to the earth,

The archangels rejoice.
Today the just exult, saying:
Glory to God in the highest, Noel!

Lyrics continued

Canzonetta Spirituale sopra alla nanna by Tarquinio Merula
The time is now come to sleep,
Sleep, sleep my son and do not cry,
For the time will yet come
When you will have to cry.
So my dear, so my heart
Go to sleep.
Shut those divine eyes
As other children do,
For soon a thick veil
Will deprive the sky of light.

Go to sleep,
Or take this milk
From my unsullied breasts,
For a cruel minister
Prepares for you vinegar and gall.
So my dear, so my heart
Go to sleep.

My love, let this soft breast
Be a soft bed for you
Before, on the cross
In a loud voice, you give your soul to
your father.
So my dear, so my heart
Go to sleep.
Stretch out, then those sweet
little limbs.
So sweet and so tender,
For later irons and chains
Will inﬂict cruel pains on them.
So my dear, so my heart
Go to sleep.

Those hands and those feet
Which you now look on with pleasure
and joy,
Alas, in what a way will sharp nails
pass through them.
That gracious face,
Today redder than a rose,
Will be fouled with spit and blows
In torment and pain.

O what pain, only hope of my heart,
Will be caused by sharp thorns,
Which will wound your head and hair.
Ah, in this divine breast,
my love sweet and tender,
An ungodly and treacherous lance
Will inﬂict a mortal wound.

Sleep then my son,
Sleep you who is also my redeemer.
Because with happy faces
We shall see each other in Paradise.

Now that my life is sleeping,
He who is all the joy of my heart,
Let each, through pure zeal, be silent.
And I, during this time, what will I do?
I will contemplate my dear,
And I will stay with my head bowed
While my child sleeps.

Program Notes

The Saltarello was originally an Italian court dance but became a typical
folk dance in the Carnivale of the late 14th and early 15th centuries. It is
named for its leaping step after the Italian verb saltare which means “to
jump”. A dancer will perform several Saltarellos accompanied by the
recorder consort, cello, and mandolin orchestra.

Domenico Gabrielli was an Italian composer of the early Baroque era.
His style of instrumental music is often characterized by one voice giving
a short phrase and the other echoing, as you can hear in this perfect
canon played by two Alto Recorders. Gabrielli was known not only for
his compositions – ranging from operas to instrumental music to
religious works – but also as a virtuoso cellist. And his compositions for
cello, some of the earliest written for solo cello, were inﬂuential in
bringing the cello out from the bass instruments as background.

Tu scendi dalle stelle means “you came a star from Heaven”. It is
traditionally associated with Italian bagpipes. Our performance today
includes mandolins, singers, and the recorder consort.

Program Notes continued

Also performed by mandolins, singers and the recorder consort is
Bambinello bello bello. This is a traditional Neapolitan Christmas carol
that yearningly pleas for the arrival of the baby Jesus and Christmas.

Santa Lucia is also known as the Neapolitan Boat Song. Santa (Saint)
Lucia was a third century Christian martyr from Syracuse on the island of
Sicily. Her feast day is December 13th.

Gregorian Chant dates to the 7th century and was named after Pope
Gregory I, during whose papacy it was codiﬁed. Even earlier, it is thought
that the Romans had an ecclesiastical singing school and sang chants.
Going further back to pre-Roman times, similar formulas were used for
Hebrew chants. Gregorian Chant is constructed like an arch, with a rise,
a resting place, and a fall. It is sung in unison, with various chants
following the Church liturgical year, which we know as the Gregorian
calendar. Puer Natus Est Nobis (“A boy is born for us”) was the Introit for
the third Mass of Christmas Day.

Josquin des Prez is considered by music scholars to be the ﬁrst
master of the high Renaissance style of the polyphonic vocal music
that developed during his lifetime. Josquin was considered by
contemporaries to be the greatest composer of his age. Ave Maria is
regarded as Josquin’s most famous motet and one of the most famous
and popular pieces of the 16th century. Its revolutionary open style
featuring counterpoint and two voice parts has added to its acclaim as
one of the most inﬂuential compositions of its time. It is the ﬁrst motet
in Ottaviano Die Petrucci’s ﬁrst book (dedication 1501) of music printed
using moveable music typeface – signifying the importance of this piece
in its own time.
Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina was born in the town of Palestrina,
near Rome. Many consider him to be the greatest musician of the
Renaissance. His music has a spiritual quality. His melodies form gentle
arcs with the ascending and descending movements counterbalancing
each other with almost mathematical exactness. He considered entering
the priesthood, but instead married a rich widow, managing her
business while still attending to his responsibilities as a church musician
and composer. Published in Venice in 1575, Hodie Christus natus est is a
motet based on the text of the Magniﬁcat antiphon sung on Christmas
interspersed with the traditional Christmas cries of “noe, noe”
(Noel, Noel).

Program Notes continued

Giovanni Bassano was associated with the Venetian School of
composers of the late Renaissance and early Baroque periods. His book
on instrumental ornamentation remains a valuable reference for
performance of early music. From 1601 until his death, Bassano served
as director of the instrumentalists at St. Mark’s Basilica. His setting of
Hodie Christus Natus Est features antiphonal (call and answer) double
choirs, here performed by the recorder consort and the choir.

Tarquinio Merula was a Venetian composer, organist, and violinist of the
late Renaissance and early Baroque periods. Incorporating into his sacred
music compositions what were at the time newly developed techniques
made Merula one of the most progressive Italian composers of the early
17th century. Notice the two-note bass line with dissonances in the guitar
chords and vocal part in this canzonetta. It’s a lullaby and the Italian
‘ninna nanna’ is like the English ‘lulla, lullaby’, with the motion of the
bass line representing the rocking of a cradle or a mother’s arms.

Carlo Gesualdo, Prince of Venosa and Count of Conza, located in Southern
Italy, is infamous for murdering his wife upon ﬁnding her in ﬂagrante
delicto. He is known for writing intensely expressive madrigals and pieces
of sacred music using extreme dissonance and harmonic experimentation,
and inﬂuenced 19th century composers, especially Stravinsky.

Bartolomeo Tromboncino is mainly famous for composing frottole, a
form of Italian comic or amorous song especially from the late 15th to
early 16th centuries. He was a man of stormy emotions, often found
himself in trouble, and murdered his unfaithful wife and possibly her
lover – the sources are contradictory on this detail. His music was
performed at the wedding of Lucrezia Borgia. Today we are performing a
selection of Tromboncino’s fast paced frottole.

No Italian festival would be complete without a Tarantella. The dance is
named after the original tarantula – a wolf spider so named because it
was found in Taranto. The spider’s bite was believed to be poisonous,
leading to an illness called tarantism. The only cure was to dance the
tarantella — musicians played instruments such as mandolins, guitars,
and tambourines, varying the tempo in search of the correct healing
rhythm. Once the rhythm was found, the victim danced until exhausted,
having “sweated out” the venom.
Program Notes by Darcy Tierney

Performer Information

Jim Millar, Music Director for this concert, is the Director of Music at St.
Luke’s Episcopal Church in Montclair, NJ, Director of Choirs and
Orchestras at Tenaﬂy High School, and the founder and Artistic Director
of Summer Music in Tuscany, a chamber music festival in Sarteano, Italy.
In the fall of 2019, he returned from a half-year sabbatical in Siena, Italy,
where he served as a visiting professor at L’Istituto Superiore di Studi
Musicali “Rinaldo Franci.” He holds Bachelor of Music (piano) and
Master of Music (orchestral conducting) degrees from Northwestern
University, and has continued his studies at the Aspen Summer Music
School, the Goldovsky Opera Institute, and privately with Carl
Bamberger, retired, of the Mannes Conservatory of Music.

Joanne Dadd received her undergraduate degree in music at the College
of William and Mary. While there, she was introduced to early music
and found her light soprano voice very well suited to that repertoire. At
Stanford University she pursued a Master’s Degree in Musicology and
had the opportunity to study vocal performance with renowned early
music artist Jennifer Lane. While on the west coast, Joanne performed a
wide variety of early music, including Gregorian chant, sacred and
secular polyphony of the 13th and 14th centuries, lute songs,
Renaissance motets and madrigals, as well as more contemporary
works, both as a soloist and in choral ensembles. Joanne continues
singing in a variety of performance settings and also works as a speech
language pathologist.
Enrico Granafei, a classical guitarist, harmonica virtuoso, singer,
songwriter, arranger, composer, has a long history of musical experience
that encompasses both Classical music and Jazz. Enrico received a
degree in classical guitar from the Conservatory of l’Aquila in Italy and a
degree in jazz performance from Manhattan School of Music. His artistic
career started in Rome where he soon became well known in the
musical community. Enrico was also the creator and coordinator of the
Manhattan School of Music Summer Jazz Workshop that takes place in
Italy during the Veneto Jazz Festival. Enrico performed at the prestigious
Trumpets Jazz Club in Montclair, New Jersey, starting in 1988, and
became owner and musical director of the Club in 1999.
The Bloomﬁeld Mandolin Orchestra is one of ﬁve performing groups
comprising volunteer musicians under the aegis of the Bloomﬁeld
Federation of Music, sponsored by the Bloomﬁeld Parks, Recreation &
Cultural Aﬀairs Department. For the past 12 years, Maestro Enrico

Performer Information continued

Granafei, a world renowned musician, singer and composer, has led the
orchestra in the performance of Italian favorites, popular American
songs, Broadway selections, Classical music, and traditional ethnic and
folk music. mandolin.bloomﬁeldfm.org

Francesca Silvano is a native of Rome, Italy, where she graduated from the
National Academy of Dance, before attending the Royal Academy of
Dance in London, UK. Upon moving to the U.S., Francesca completed the
Certiﬁcate Program at the Ailey School in New York City, and has been
dancing and creating choreography ever since for various dance
companies in a multitude of productions, many of them focused on
historical dance and Italian traditional dances. Francesca is also a teacher
of Italian at Pascack Valley High School, and proud mom of Luca and Luisa.

Barbara Stefanacci is a native of Milano, Italy. She has taught Italian for
over 25 years and conveys her passion for Italian culture by participating
in events where she can tell folk stories in a fun way. There are so many
diﬀerent stories about Befana and Barbara's goal is to tell the true story
of this Italian Good Witch.

The Jersey Jugglers club is dedicated to the promotion of juggling in the
North Jersey area. Its members constitute a blend of hobbyists and
professionals, ranging from ages 7 to 70. It was founded in 1992 to
create a place for juggling enthusiasts to meet, share their passion and
have fun. The club holds many public demonstrations and teaching
sessions, including for libraries, scout groups, school groups, museums
and senior groups. The club is an aﬃliate of the International Jugglers
Association. www.jerseyjugglers.com
Bagpiper - Brian McGowan

Montclair Early Music
Jim Millar, Music Director
Timothy Boreale - singer,
percussion, Gregorian chant
Kathleen Caccavale - recorder
Nat Cheney - recorder, singer
Joanne Dadd - singer
Denise Le Duc - recorder, hurdy gurdy
William Galway - singer
Bill Hilton - percussion
Elsa Larsson - recorder, singer
Jaewoo Lee - singer

Christopher Lippincott - singer
Tracey Melhuish - recorder, singer
Julienne Pape - recorder
Miriam Paschetto - recorder, singer
Jo Reyes - cello
Lois Ross - singer
Bernard Schoenberg - recorder,
percussion
Arnold Shurkin - singer
Ken Smith - recorder
Carolyn Vadala - singer

Performer Information continued

Bloomﬁeld Mandolin Orchestra
Enrico Granafei, Conductor
First Mandolins
Kristine Massari, Concertmistress
Raul Abbad Huaman
Dr. Philip Jasper
Ameurﬁna Nazario
Second Mandolins
Barbara Bivin
Jan Kiley
Narrator
Laurence Bullock

Mandola
Annamaria Menconi
Mandocello
David Bauer
Guitar
Marty Brounstein
Edward Hanrahan
Bass
Ben Larkey

Art Slide Presentation
Noel Nowicki

Stage Manager
Chris Melhuish

We are grateful to St. Luke’s Episcopal Church for their generous support in
providing rehearsal and performance space, to Montclair Cable TV34 for
videotaping this performance and to the following for providing Italian
delicacies for your enjoyment after the concert:
Café Giotto, 42 Church St, Montclair
Villa Victoria, 11 Park St, Montclair
Bivio Pizza Napoletana, 107 Pine St, Montclair
Shoprite supermarket of Brookdale, 1409 Broad St, Bloomﬁeld
Fiammella Wood Fire Pizza & Italian Restaurant, 558 Bloomﬁeld Ave, Montclair
Gencarelli’s Bakery, 446 Broad St, Bloomﬁeld
Belgiovine’s Italian Deli, 714 Bloomﬁeld Ave, Montclair
Scala Del Nonna, 32 Church St, Montclair
Calandra’s Italian Village, 234 Bloomﬁeld Ave, Caldwell
Corrado’s, 201 Berdan Ave, Wayne

Patrons

Philip the Good $500+
Kathleen Caccavale
Lorenzo de’ Medici $250-$499 YMCA of Montclair
Henry VIII $100-$249
Montclair Foundation, Haven Savings Bank, Amherst Early Music
Edwin Black, Nathaniel Cheney, Julienne Pape, Arnold Shurkin
Elizabeth I $50-$99
Cole Russo, Tracey Melhuish, Denise Le Duc, Darcy & John Tierney
Maximilian I $10-$49
Sylvia Pfeﬀer, Tim Boreale, John Patierno

